
Gaining real world experience through experiential 
learning will not only help you stand out in the 
job market but will also prepare you for life after 
graduation. Experiential learning opportunities 
range from internships (by far the most common 
form) to part-time jobs, co-ops, research experiences, 
volunteer opportunities, and many more. Your 
experience may be paid or unpaid, and you may or 
may not receive academic credit. 

Benefits of Experiential Learning 
 y Experience a professional environment.
 y Gain a sense of self-confidence in your 

abilities. 
 y Expand your resume and Career Portfolio.
 y Apply what you have learned in the 

classroom to real-world situations.
 y Expand your professional network.
 y Familiarize yourself with industry lingo.
 y Narrow and clarify your career focus and 

goals.

Where to Start
 y Visit the FSU Career Center, and browse our 

available resources.
 y Determine organizations you may be 

interested in. 
 y Network. Use the contacts you already know 

(professors, friends, and relatives) to find a 
position that’s the right fit for you. 

 y Browse ProfessioNole for contacts in your 
field of interest.

 y Research employers online.
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Search for Opportunities Through 
SeminoleLink

 y Search, view, and apply to internships,                     
co-ops, and other job postings.

 y View and sign-up for on-campus 
interviewing.

 y Add your resume to FSU Resume Books for 
employers to search.

 y Receive email notifications for jobs that match 
your qualifications. 

 y Report your experiences through 
SeminoleLink. 

Register for SeminoleLink Plus! Services
 y Go to www.career.fsu.edu. 
 y Click on “SeminoleLink.”
 y Log in with your Blackboard FSU ID and 

password.
 y Complete your profile under the “Profile” tab.
 y Upload your resume under the “Documents” 

tab.
 y Submit the Plus! authorization request located 

under the “Announcement” tab. Within 48 
hours, our staff will check your account and 
authorize Plus! services.

Resources for the Application Process

Resume Review
Bring your resume to The Career Center between 9 
a.m. and 4:30 p.m. to have it reviewed by a career 
advisor.

Mock Interview
The application process for internships, part-time 
jobs, and co-ops may require interviews, and you 
want to be ready! Schedule a mock interview, and 
come by The Career Center to practice. 

Information Interviews
Information interviews are a great way to learn more 
about the field you are interested in.

 y Find out what companies look for in new 
hires.

 y Learn what specific companies like to see on 
your resume.

 y Meet face-to-face with hiring managers that 
could be reviewing your information. This 
will help them connect a face with the name 
on your resume.

 y Build your network of professional contacts.

General Recommendations for a 
Great Experience Search

1. Start your search early, ideally the                    
semester before you would like to                            
intern.

2. Identify what you want to gain from the 
experience.

3. Talk with peers and professionals to 
identify suitable environments for 
learning.

4. Talk with professors and other                       
members of your academic department 
about past student experiences.

5. If possible, do not limit yourself to 
one type of employer or geographical                           
location.

6. Identify target organizations and 
make them aware of your interest and                              
enthusiasm.

7. Prepare a resume geared toward                     
seeking an experiential learning                        
opportunity.

8. Refer to family, friends, teachers, and 
previous employers for advice about 
where to apply and what openings are 
available.

9. Research requirements for available 
experiences. 

10. Before accepting an offer, review how 
well the experience matches your goals.
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Career Fairs
The Career Center hosts several fairs each semester, 
such as Seminole Futures, Engineering Day, the 
Part-Time Job Fair, the Government and Social 
Services Career Fair, and more!
Benefits of attending a career fair:

 y Network with employers about possible 
experiential learning opportunities. Many 
of these employers return to FSU to conduct             
on-campus interviews.

 y Gather professional contacts for possible 
information interviews.

Career Center Library
The Career Center Library has a variety of 
resources and information on experiential learning 
opportunities. 
Resources include:

 y Books
 y Online Databases
 y Occupation Files
 y Directories

How can I use these resources?
 y Find general information about the benefits of 

experiential learning.
 y Read suggestions about how best to choose an 

experiential learning site.
 y Find information about what experiential 

learning is and what it is not.
 y Read reflections from students about their 

experiential learning opportunities.
 y Receive assistance in developing a list of 

organizations to contact. 
How can I find these resources?

 y Career Key— Career Key is an online service 
which generates a list of resources based on 
search terms entered by you. 

 y Module 12: Get Experience— In addition to 
including a list of resources, Module 12: Get 
Experience provides information on other 
activities that will assist you in finding out 
about internships.
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Helpful Websites

The FSU Career Center maintains listings of links 
to external websites that have information about 
experiential learning opportunities. These webpages 
are outside of FSU; therefore, they are not under our 
control. We take no responsibility for the accuracy of 
content or availability of these sites. 

AfterCollege Internships 
 www.aftercollege.com

BackdoorJobs.com 
 www.backdoorjobs.com

CampusAccess 
 www.campusaccess.com

CampusCareerCenter.com 
 www.campuscareercenter.com 

Notes


